AUGUST 2022

The Transfiguration of the Lord
Truly, He who spoke of old to Moses by symbols on Mount Sinai, saying, “I am
who I am,” has manifested Himself today on Mount Tabor to His disciples,
showing in Himself the beauty of the first image, by taking unto Himself human
substance. And He raised as witnesses for this grace Moses and Elijah, making them partakers in His joy and precursors of the Gospel of deliverance
through the Cross and the Resurrection of salvation. (Vespers of the Feast,
first hymn of the aposticha)
In the first week of the Dormition Fast, we celebrate the radiant feast of our Lord’s Transfiguration. According to the Gospel:
Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like
the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. And behold, Moses and
Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. Then Peter answered and said to
Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here three
tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still
speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice
came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. Hear Him!” And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces
and were greatly afraid. But Jesus came and touched them and said, “Arise,
and do not be afraid.” When they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but
Jesus only. Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded
them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen from the
dead.” (Matt. 17:1–9)
Shortly before His Passion, our Lord reveals His divine nature. His divinity and humanity
are inseparable. The light with which Christ is transfigured is a light with which His flesh is
transfigured. Having become man, He is not revealed sometimes as man and sometimes
as God, but always as the two at once. He is no less human in the Transfiguration and no
less divine in the Crucifixion. Thus, according to the Synaxarion for the feast:
So that His impending passion would not totally weaken His disciples, the Allwise Savior wanted to show them His divine glory before His passion on the

Holy Cross. (This is why we sing the Katavasias of the Holy Cross on this day.)
… Until then, our Lord manifested His divine power many times to the disciples
but, on Mount Tabor, He manifested His divine nature. This vision of His Divinity and the hearing of the heavenly witness about Him as the Son of God would
serve the disciples in the days of the Lord’s passion, in strengthening of an unwavering faith in Him and His final victory.
Yet there is more to the Transfiguration than the revelation of His divine nature. Christ was
transfigured not only to show us what He is, but also to show us what we will become:
When You were transfigured, O Savior, on a high mountain, in the presence of
Your chief disciples, You shone forth in glory, symbolizing that they who are
recognized for the sublimity of virtue shall also be made worthy of divine glory.
(Vespers for the Feast, third hymn of the stichera)

The Transfiguration of Christ points us to the glory of the Resurrection—a resurrection not
only of the soul, but also of the body—and gives us a glimpse into that eternal and heavenly city which “had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God
illuminated it. The Lamb is its light” (Rev. 21:23):
Today on Mount Tabor You manifested, O Lord, the glory of Your divine image
to the chosen of Your disciples, Peter, James, and John; for when they saw
Your garments glistening as light, and Your face surpassing the sun in splendor, and they could no more bear to behold Your unbearable radiance, they fell
to the ground, utterly unable to gaze upon it; and they heard a voice from on
high testifying and saying: This is My beloved Son, who has come into the
world to save mankind. (Vespers of the Feast, doxastikon)
The human body is not an enemy or prison of the soul, but an agent. There can be no
such thing as spiritual life without the body. Treating spirituality and the material world as
two separate things flies in the face of everything Christ has done for us. Do we not eat
His Flesh and drink His Blood at the Eucharist? When we think of spirituality, perhaps the
last thing that comes to mind is the act of eating and drinking. But what can be more spiritual than this, when we eat and drink the Body and Blood of Christ? In other words, the
Transfiguration teaches us that the body is sacred, and we must treat it as such.
It is for this reason that, on the Feast of the Transfiguration, we offer the first fruits to
God that they may be blessed, and so that those who offer them and partake of them may
attain joy and forgiveness. Just as these fruits grow and ripen under the rays of the summer sun, so may the spiritual fruits of faith and love increase and mature in us by the light
of God’s grace.
By that same grace, may we all reach some degree of transfiguration in life, albeit a
small and invisible transfiguration of the heart.
Excerpt from: Meditations for the Twelve Great Feasts:
Becoming Fully Human in Christ by Theodore Christopher Vasilis

Monday August 1st- Beginning of Fast of
Mother of God

June

YTD

INCOME

11,523

90,196

Wednesday August 3rd- Holy Unction

EXPENSES

10,667

86,444

Saturday August 6th- Transfiguration of our
Lord

NET INCOME (LOSS)

856

3,751

Monday August 15th- Dormition of the
Mother of God
Sunday August 21st-Fruit and Cookie Day

Sunday August 7th-8th Sunday after Pentecost.
Epis. 1 Corinthians 1:10-17.
Gos. Matthew 14:14-22
Sunday August 14th-9th Sunday after Pentecost.
Epis. 1 Corinthians 3:9-17.
Gos. Matthew 14:22-34 (Walking on the
Sea). Tone 8. Mat. Gos. 9.
Sunday August 21st-10th Sunday after
Pentecost.
Epis. 1 Corinthians 4:9-16.
Gos. Matthew 17:14-23 (Cure of the lunatic).
Tone 1. Mat. Gos. 10.

Sunday August 28th-11th Sunday after
Pentecost.
Epis. 1 Corinthians 9:2-12.
Gos. Matthew 18:23-35 (Parable of the unforgiving debtor). Tone 2. Mat. Gos. 11.

Monday August 29th- Beheading of Saint
John the Baptist

Thank you to all the volunteers and all who
participated to our annual parish picnic!

Troparion — Tone 1
In giving birth you preserved your virginity,
In falling asleep you did not forsake the
world, O Theotokos.
You were translated to life, O Mother of Life,
and by your prayers, you deliver our souls
from death.
Kontakion — Tone 2

Neither the tomb, nor death could hold
the Theotokos,
who is constant in prayer and our firm
hope in her intercessions.
For being the Mother of Life,
she was translated to life by the One
who dwelt in her virginal womb.

